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Minutes of a Planning, Development Control & Highways Committee Meeting held on 17th December 2014 at 7.00pm at Tidenham War Memorial Hall 
Present:  
Mr G Birt (Chairman), Miss S Gregory, Mrs S Bollen, Mr B Bowshall and the Administrator


Additionally Full Council members Mrs G Kirkpatrick and Dr F Bowie were present
1. Receive Apologies for Absence  
Resolved to accept apologies from Mr R Birch and Mrs C Dawson
2. To Receive Declarations of Interest – 
Declarations may be made during the meeting if an interest  becomes apparent
None

3. Adoption of the Minutes of the previous Planning Committee Meeting of 26th November 2014
Resolved to approve and duly signed

4. Matters Arising from those minutes and not on the Agenda
Information: The director of the solar energy company Green Energy, who made a presentation at the last Planning meeting, has contacted the Chairman out of courtesy to say they would like to approach the local schools with a proposal to offer solar energy installations as part of their proposed solar project in the area. The Administrator has received some basic information from the company regarding possible technical and community benefits from the proposed project and will contact the director to get more detailed information
5. Public Consultation
None


Planning Matters

6. To Consider Correspondence Received/Other Matters re Planning Issues
· P1530/14/OUT – Application to build 126 houses was ‘called in’ to be considered at the FODDC Planning meeting on 9th Dec 2014. The committee voted unanimously to reject the application

7. To Consider Planning Applications Received
· P0125/14/DISCON - Striguil Mopla Road Tutshill Chepstow NP16 7PS
Discharge of Condition (03) - Scheme to protect trees, relating to planning permission P1163/14/FUL
No objection

· P1805/14/OUT - 44 Grahamstown Road Sedbury Chepstow NP16 7AD
Application for the erection of a detached dwelling and provision of vehicular access
Objection. This application would result in an overdevelopment of the site.  The development would result in a lack of amenity space for both the existing and proposed dwellings
8. To Note Planning Decisions taken by FoDDC and GCC
The Following cases have all been granted permission:
· P1503/14/FUL - The National Diving and Activity Centre Day House Quarry Tidenham Chepstow
Erection of an extension to the existing facilities building
· P1655/14/FUL 
- Upper Lodge Tidenham Chepstow NP16 7JF
Erection of a two storey rear extension
· P1661/14/FUL - Roseland Tidenham Chepstow NP16 7JQ
Alterations and extensions to dwelling
· P1491/14/FUL - The National Diving and Activity Centre Day House Quarry Tidenham Chepstow
Check-in and storage building for personal transporters (retrospective)
The following application was refused permission:
· P1530/14/OUT - Outline Application for the erection of up to 126 dwellings with associated landscape and infrastructure. Access to be determined as part of the submission

9. To Report on Planning Decisions taken under Delegated Powers (s101)
· P1661/14/FUL - Roseland Tidenham Chepstow NP16 7JQ
Alterations and extensions to dwelling
No objection

· P0120/14/DISCON - Land Adjacent To Springfield Bigstone Grove Tutshill Chepstow NP16 7EN
Discharge of condition (03) (materials) on planning permission P1342/13/FUL
No objection
· P1655/14/FUL - Upper Lodge Tidenham Chepstow NP16 7JF
Erection of a two storey rear extension
No objection

· P1778/14/FUL - The National Diving and Activity Centre Day House Quarry Tidenham Chepstow
Objection. Tidenham Parish Council Planning Committee objects to this application on the grounds of highway safety. The development and its future use as a hot tub cinema (as advertised on the owner's website) will serve as a distraction to traffic using the A48 (which is already an accident black spot). There would also be increased traffic flow due to the development. 
If used as a 'hot tub cinema experience' (as evidenced by the owner's website) we have concerns regarding the level of noise produced which would be contrary to the premises license agreement covering the existing outdoor cinema.
We would also like to take this opportunity to point out that, in our opinion, the hard and soft landscaping (condition 2) of planning permission P0181/11/FUL has not been implemented to screen this area and this has been compromised further by the indiscriminate erection of advertising hoardings and lighting along the full length of the site serving as a further distraction to drivers.

10. To Report on Enforcements/Appeals
· During the discussion about application P1778/14/FUL for the National Diving Centre it was noted that a fence has already been erected to the right of the entrance gate with is in breach of the hard and soft landscaping requirement of previous application P0181/11/FUL
Noted. Administrator to report to the Enforcement Officer

Highways Matters

11. To Consider Correspondence received re Highways Issues
· Temporary closure of Bishton Lane
The Parish Council received notification that Bishton Lane would be closed for resurfacing work between 17th Dec until 19th Dec (or until completed) 
· Emergency closure of Old Hill
The Parish Council received emergency notification for the closure of Old Hill Road (The pathway running from the end of Mopla Rd to the Old Wye Bridge and bypassing Castleford Hill) due to an unsafe wall. The notice is effective from 1st Dec 2014 until 21st Dec 2014 and has the option to be extended by 21 days if required
· Closure of the Old Wye Bridge
Repair work to the bridge has been delayed until the New Year. The road closure order will now take effect on 5th January 2015 for 17 weeks


12. To Report on Highways Issues
· State of the footpath on Castleford Hill
Information: This was originally reported to the Public Rights of Way Officer. However, it is not a listed Public Right of Way so has been referred to the Highways Department
· Overgrown hedge obscuring the 50/30 speed sign by The Bungalow, Beachley Rd
Information: Following an enforcement letter the hedge has been cut back but not by enough. Highways will send a follow-up letter
· Faulty illuminated speed sign in Woodcroft
Information: This issue has been transferred from Highways to Lighting department for action
· State of the dual mini-roundabout at the junction of Gloucester Rd and Coleford Rd
Information: The Amey Safety Inspector has picked up any defects that meet the criteria for needing repair and a recommendation has been sent to GCC Highways Dept that the roundabout and Gloucester Road be included in the resurfacing programme
· Status of the overgrown hedge in Loop Road which is subject to an enforcement letter
Information: In response to the first letter the owner cut back the hedge in Beachley Road only
A follow-up letter will be sent asking for the hedge in Loop Road to be cut also
· The road sign in Beachley Rd obscured by tree growth from St John’s School
Information: Amey will carry out a site inspection and take necessary action
· Status of the long term closure of the Offa’s Dyke footpath in Woodcroft
Information: The Public Rights of Way Officer reports that there is no plan to repair and reopen this section of the footpath. The only work planned is to erect adequate safety signage warning the public of its closure and the danger. This decision will be reviewed at some (unspecified) time in the future

13. To Receive Councillors Local Reports and Matters for next Agenda
· Councillor G Kirkpatrick advised members that the draft Allocation Plan for the Forest of Dean would be discussed at a meeting of FODDC on 5th January 2015. She proposed changes to the Sedbury and Tutshill Summary box on page 40 of the draft plan, the main one of which is to define Sedbury and Tutshill as two separate villages and not a single village as stated in the plan. If members have any suggestions or comments they should contact her directly to ensure they are included in the discussion on 5th Jan
· Pot holes Beachley Road
Miss Gregory reported potholes in need of filling on the Beachley Road between the bend at the bottom of Sedbury Road and Loop Road
Noted. Administrator to report to Highways
· Mrs Bullen reported a clean water Leak running from the land allocated for development, past Wyedean School and down towards the shops. The leakage is constant and worse in rainy weather. Welsh Water have inspected the issue and declared it is not from their plant
Noted. Administrator to report to Highways
· Several members reported a foul smell in the vicinity of the Nursing Home on Castleford Hill which seems to be coming from its Waste Treatment Plant
Noted. Administrator to report to Environmental Health or appropriate agency
· Mr Bowshall reported the state of footpath Elm Road particularly between the junctions of Elm Close and Wirewood Crescent. Residents had reported it to him after a near-fall incident
Noted. Administrator to report to Highways
14. To Confirm Date of next meeting –   28th January 2015
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.37 pm

